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Proposal Name Considering Terminology Used in United in God’s Work 

Recipient General Council 42 

Originating Body Kamloops-Okanagan Presbytery 

Proposed Action That the 42nd General Council: 

consider using General Council or National Council for denominational council, Engaging 
the Spirit for Catching the Spirit, and Investigative Committee for Complaints Committee. 

Background Recognizing that communication is complex, it is important that chosen terminology 
provides clarity, deepens meaning and understanding, and avoids inadvertent negative 
connotations. 

1. Concerning denominational: 

a. The term denominational seems to put the church in a box rather than 
allowing for opportunities to colour outside the lines. 

b. It had been explained that there was a desire to choose something other 
than General Council since changing terminology is a way to help the 
transition to new structures and processes.  Most involved in the United 
Church of Canada probably already equate General Council with an 
understanding of a body connected to the entire church.  That has not 
changed in the proposed Three-Council Model.  As well, there are many in 
congregations who do not concern themselves with the broader church so 
are currently unaware of the current structures and processes and 
therefore will not need the assistance of a terminology change to recognize 
new ones but would find comfort in hearing a familiar term in the midst of 
all the changes they may experience with a move to a Three-Council Model. 

c. The other two terms used in the Three-Council Model appear to be 
geographic or to have a sense of place.  Therefore, national would be a 
better fit. 

d. Recognizing that there are congregations that are members of the United 
Church of Canada beyond the borders of Canada is a reason for retaining 
General if it is agreed that denominational should not be used. 

e. There are a number of Ecumenical Shared Ministries within the United 
Church of Canada.  The most common partner churches are the Anglican 
Church of Canada, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, and the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada.  For clarity in these congregations, it would 
be helpful to have a distinctive term.  Denominational is generic sounding.  
The terms used in the partner churches are General Synod (Anglican), 
National Convention (Lutheran), and General Assembly (Presbyterian).  The 
elected bodies that govern the work of the church between national 
gatherings are known as Council of General Synod, National Church Council, 
and Assembly Council respectively.   
 
 



2. Concerning Catching the Spirit 
This phrase generates some images that are not helpful. 

a. There is a sense of running after someone or something.  The question is 
whether the chase is futile or not. 

b. There is a sense of catching something and putting it in a cage. 

c. There is a sense of catching a disease. 

Engaging the Spirit has a sense of being interconnected, being involved, 
participating, hiring (or calling upon), and even doing battle (think of Jacob). 
 

3. Concerning Complaints Committee 
There is a sense that the committee’s name needs to be more reflective of what it 
would be doing rather than what it would be receiving.  Therefore, Investigative 
Committee is suggested. 

Financial 
Implications 

The funding implications are unknown at this time. 





 


